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DEARBORN — Elected officials, candi-
dates, community members and organization
and religious leaders of different faiths broke
bread together at an iftar dinner hosted by
Mayor Jack O'Reilly at Byblos Banquet Hall
on Wednesday, June 7.

The dinner's standing-room-only atten-
dance was a testament to solidarity amid the
trying times facing immigrant and minority
communities, especially after the mayor re-
vived the iftar dinner after a four-year hiatus.

The AANews Publisher Osama Siblani,
who emceed the dinner, said the event's re-
sumption comes at a time when well-funded
and organized Islamophobic networks and
policies threaten the community.

"That is why it is extremely important that
we come together in Dearborn," he said. "To
give an example of tolerance, diversity and
understanding that produces harmony and
success— especially after the Trump admin-
istration abruptly cancelled a 20-year tradi-
tion of holding an Iftar for Ramadan at the
State Department and the White House."

Siblani asked the audience and others
worldwide to marvel at the gathering's rarity
and recognize the true image of Dearborn —
not what is regularly falsely perpetuated by
the mainstream media.

Siblani urged the community's organiza-
tions and government leadership to ensure

its greatest assets and work force reflects
the diversity of its constituents, especially
to young talents who often choose to work
in other states because of high car insurance
rates.

He suggested that the city collaborate with
Ford Motor Company, AAA and Detroit,
among others, to seek a solution with the leg-
islators in Lansing.

"Dearborn is going through a rebirth and
the Ford mega investment is leading the way
to brighter and better future," he said. "We
as a community shouldn't be left out of this
incredible venture."

As he took to the stage, O’Reilly agreed
with Siblani on the need to curb high auto in-
surance rates, but said that the issue affects
neighboring cities like Detroit, which the
system considers as one and the same in de-
termining the profile of risk.

O'Reilly echoed the Dearborn commu-
nity's ability to unify amid charged rhetoric
against immigrants and Muslims — starting
with the perfect example of the iftar dinner
he hosted that evening.

He shared a story from earlier that day,
when a group from students from Germany
spoke to the mayor about how they overcome
immigration and assimilation challenges.

"One of the differences when I look at the
European models and I look at us, is that ev-
erybody that comes to Dearborn is invited to
be part of everything that goes on in Dear-
born," he told the students.

"No one is isolated," he said. "No one goes
to places where they become separate from
the whole community."

He added that the root of extremism comes
from the feeling of being unwelcome.

The secret to eliminating the barriers?

The mayor invited others around the world to
look at the figures sitting at the same tables
that night, and to look upon the communi-
ty's religious leaders of all faiths who, "pray
together and work together for a common
cause" while celebrating and recognizing
each other as important parts of their com-
munities.

"They're some of the greatest assets we
have in our community — because they get
it," he said.

Judge Gene Hunt of the 19th District Court
commended the mayor for hosting the dinner
and said he attended the event to be among
friends and to support a righteous cause.

"It's important that the mayor show unity
amongst everybody in the city," he told The
AANews. "We're all friends; we're all Dear-
bornites and we should watch each other's
backs, eat together, play together — there's
nothing that should separate us."

Former Democratic State Rep. George
Darany praised the diversity and multi-
faith presence at the dinner. He also
praised the mayor for putting on the gath-
ering, while many attack the city for

LONDON — The month of Ramadan is
usually associated with fasting, as Mus-
lims around the world abstain from eating
from dawn to dusk to focus on their spiritual
self-discipline.

This year, a community food bank and
kitchen in London wants to use the holy
month to highlight the issue of both food
shortages and food waste in Britain.

The food bank — Sufra NW London —
hosted an interfaith Iftar meal, inviting Jewish
and Christian faith leaders to join around 100
people from the local community in a three-
course dinner, made entirely from food waste.

"People come to us in absolute crisis," said

Mohammed Sadiq Mamdani, founder and di-
rector of Sufra. "For many people it's the last
resort when they come to Sufra, we want to
transform that into a new journey, a new op-
portunity."

The number of people using Britain's food
banks, which provide emergency food sup-
plies to poor families in need, rose in 2016
amid government austerity cuts.

Last year Sufra supported more than 3,700
people, sourcing unused but edible food from
large supermarkets as well as local bakers and
through personal donations.

According to the U.N. Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO), food waste includes

any item spoiled or squandered along the sup-
ply chain before it is consumed, ranging from
browning bananas to misshaped vegetables or
perishable baked goods.

Behind the food bank, facing a social
housing estate, is an "edible garden", a recent-
ly cleared fly-tipping site that now boasts a

appearing Islamicized.

"We have to be the change agent," Dara-
ny told The AANews. "It's our job as elected
officials and community leaders to make ev-
erybody outside of Dearborn aware of what
great of a community we have."

Police Chief Ron Haddad said he attended
the iftar because it showcases the unity and
goodwill in the community, as well as pro-
viding an opportunity to "pause and reflect on
what's good about human beings." Hl

The committee members who
organized the iftar are:

1- Mark Guido,

Mayor's chief of staff
2. Beverly Hurley,

mayor's assistant
3- Businessman Chaker Aoun
4- Hala Hamdan, city employee
5- Ibrahim Dabaja,

mayor's assistant
6. Businessman Kamal Turfah
7. Businessman Kayed Bazzi
8. Attorney Rola Aoun
9. Attorney Hassan Kayed Bazzi

_

chicken coop, greenhouse, teepee tent where
children take horticulture classes and rows
of vegetables and herbs, including mint —
which features in the evening's pea and mint
soup starter.

Sufra runs with the help of 96 volunteers,
and a handful weave between children and
grandmothers serving chocolate meringue
roulade made with ingredients from Thorn-
tons Chocolatier and fresh fruit donated by
Marks & Spencer for dessert.

"It's fun," said 17-year-old Fatima Khawa-
ja, who is responsible for plating and serving
food to guests. "You get to know people from
the community, it's just really nice." Hll
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Garden City Hospital

Member of Prime Healthcare

“These recognitions from Blue Cross Blue Shield and Healthgrades, along with
The Leapfrog Group’s ‘A’ rating, are a true testament to our staff and physicians’
dedication and commitment to provide quality patient care.”

- Saju George, CEO
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Garden City Hospital, a member of Prime Healthcare Services, is a partner
to the Arab community in providing quality healthcare and much more.

The Hospital that specializes in YOU!

At Garden City Hospital we take pride in participating in your community.
We are more than just a respected place for you and your loved ones to
receive top-notch medical services; we are a state-of-the-art medical facility,
a source for education and community events.

Meet a few of our physicians...

David A. Faraj, M.D.  Salah Alenzi, M.D. Chadi Haddad, D.O. Mandy Enshiwat, M.D.  Ala Shuker, M.D. Amine Zein, D.O.
Family Medicine Family Medicine  Obstetrics & Gynecology  Internal Medicine Internal Medicine Cardiology

6245 Inkster Road | Garden City, Ml 48135 | GCH.org
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Muslim comedian shares six things
not to say to those fasting

median Bilal Zafar wrote an article for

The Independent called "Six things
you shouldn't say to someone fasting for
Ramadan."

"I have been fasting during the month
of Ramadan every year since I was about
8-years-old and the experience has been
changing for me in many ways, teach-
ing me a lot about discipline, and what
it means to be less fortunate," Zafar
wrote.

He said the days during Ramadan have
gotten longer over the years, but non-Mus-
lims' reactions haven't changed.

Zafar shared the remarks non-Muslims
shouldn't say:

In 2015, British Muslim stand-up co-

1. "So you don't eat or drink
anything at all for 30 days?"

The comedian said he would clearly be
dead if that's what he was doing and that
it's not about starving yourself.
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2. "Is it okay to eat in front of you?"

"Of course it is. One of the main principles
of fasting is discipline and I would prefer if
you just spent your day normally and didn't
worry about me."

3. "Why do you do it to yourself?
Isn't it bad for you?"

To that question, Zafar replies with, "Why
do you have to talk about it so negatively?"
He said it's not a form of punishment, but
rather a life changing month of spiritually
and positivity.

4. "Must be a great way to get in shape!"

Zafar said there's evidence that supports
that claim, as fasting improves brain func-
tion and the immune system, normalizes
insulin sensitivity, helps to cure addiction
and aids with weight loss.

"We also eat a lot of dates during this

month, which are very good for
you," he wrote. "However,
we tend to cancel a lot of
this out, because as soon
as the sun begins to set
and we hear the call to
prayer begin, we are like-
ly to eat as many delicious fried foods as
possible and continue to snack at every
possible opportunity until the following
sunrise. That may just be my routine,
though."

5. "Eat some of this, no one will know."

Zafar said that comment shows that
the person completely missed the pur-
pose of this month, explaining that it is
to learn self-discipline, to strengthen
spirituality, to be grateful for God's gifts
to the world, to "reflect on the value of
charity... and give thanks for the Qur'an,
which was first revealed in the month of
Ramadan."

6. "You must be really hungry!"

He advised non-Muslims to act normally
around their fasting Muslim friends.

"If you still find the entire concept too dif-
ficult to comprehend, remember that it only
lasts about a month and at the end we get to
celebrate Eid al- Fitr," he said.

JERUSALEM — Jerusalem buzzes with
renewed energy in the days before the
start of Ramadan, Islam's holy month,
when the faithful abstain from eating and
drinking during daylight hours.

There's the bustle to prepare the al-Ag-
sa Mosque, the 8th-century Muslim shrine
in Jerusalem's Old City, for the hundreds
of thousands of Muslims who will come
to pray.

Palestinians employed by the Waqf,
the Islamic trust that oversees the mosque
and the ancient compound that surrounds
it, set up tents for fasting worshippers to
take respite from the heat alongside the
golden Dome of the Rock, the site where
the Prophet Mohammad is said to have as-
cended to heaven.

Around the Muslim Quarter of the Old
City, shopkeepers stock up on Ramadan
essentials, including bright lights for dec-
orations and Qurans and prayer beads for
recitations.

Issam Zughaiar, 67, sells ornate Ra-
madan lanterns, called fanous, in the Old

City's winding covered market. Each year
he visits factories around Jerusalem and
neighboring Jordan and Egypt to hand-
pick his selection.

The twisting alleyways are filled with

the scent of sweets eaten at Iftar, the night-
ly breaking of the fast, including atayef,
sugar-soaked pancakes with cheese or
nuts, and date-filled ajwa cookies.
Dutch tourist Ari Heida came to see

Beaumont Health community breaks
bread in Ramadan Iftar

DEARBORN — On June 2, hundreds
of guests, including physicians, nurses
and other professionals and their fami-
lies, attended Beaumont Health's annu-
al Ramadan iftar dinner in celebration
of the holy month at the Islamic Center
of America.

According to the organizer Dr. Zu-
Ifigar Ahmed, a pediatric anesthesi-
ologist at Beaumont Hospital-Dear-
born, Beaumont-affiliated physicians
launched the tradition eight years ago
to strengthen understanding and build
relationships within the local Muslim
communities.

Susan Grant, Beaumont's executive
vice president and chief nursing offi-
cer, shared her respect for the Mus-
lim community as the special guest
speaker.

"T deeply respect how the obser-
vance of Ramadan through fasting fo-
cuses thought and prayer on those who
are less fortunate," she said. "I appre-
ciate the challenges you face when Ra-
madan is in the summer when the days
are long."

"Events such as these show how we
at Beaumont are privileged to serve a
rich variety of cultures and people." H

preparations at the holy esplanade, re-
ferred to by Muslims as the Noble Sanctu-
ary and by Jews as the Temple Mount, the
site of an ancient Jewish temple destroyed
by the Romans in 70 C.E.

"This is why I like Jerusalem," he said.
"It's the center for Jews, Christians and
Muslims."

That's also what makes this time partic-
ularly tense.

Israel controls access to the esplanade,
which sits on large raised area between
the Muslim and Jewish quarters of the Old
City. Authorities have restricted access to
the compound before during periods of
confrontation.

For now though, the politics has been
pushed into the background by the bustle
and energy of Ramadan preparations.

"What will happen in Ramadan, what the
security situation will be like, whether Jeru-
salem be will be open, whether the mosque
will be open, we are always optimistic,"
said Abed al-Rahim Sader Helmi Ansari,
who works at al-Aqsa Mosque. l

\ 3

Event organizer Zulfigar Ahmed, M.D. and keynote speaker Susan Grant, executive
vice president and chief nursing officer at Beaumont Health - Photo by Beaumont




Drive. Save. Repeat.

Introducing BP Driver Rewards.

Pick up a brochure at your local participating BP
and you can save 10 cents/gallon on your next fill up'.

Armada Oil & Gas is a jobber and distributor of
petroleum products since 1982. We do hope you
will afford us the opportunity to serve you.

ARMADA OIL & GAS COMPANY d rlver
3335 GREENFIELD ROAD
MELVINDALE M1 48122 rewa rds

(313) 582-1777

“Receive an extra 10 cents off per gallon registration reward and also 5 cents off per gallon reward following two fill-ups totaling 20 gallons. Single use only, valid up to 20 gallons. Any unused
rewards on each purchase are forfeited. May not be valid with other offers. Rewards are redeemable only at participating BP locations with operable electronic transaction networks. Rewards
expire after 90 days following the month in which rewards are earned. Other terms and conditions apply. See bpdriverrewards.com for full details and participating locations. €2013 BP Products
North America Inc.
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25633 Warren 5635 Schaefer Rd. 16322 W. Warren Ave. 14615 W. Warren Ave.
Dearborn Heights, M1 48127 Dearborn, MI 48126 Detroit, MI 48228 Dearborn, M1 48126
(313) 277-3220 (313) 846-5725 (313) 584-8755 (313) 945-8891




v Arab Amerige:‘lvgl

Sl e g Giluail] cubsls dag St ddladl o
4s yull 5 Gradl 9 AL asiule dff sale] eyl Glaasy peuds Jgla dalia

@
(0-—-‘J

Wm ]Ca/Zeem/
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Sunday 6/11 Wednesday 6/14
Tuesday 6/13

Friday 6/16 Thursday 6/15
Sunday 6/18 Saturday 6/17

Call us today & let Byblos be the taSte of your Iftar Dinner

S1'3=-964-12354

7258 Chase Road * Dearborn, MI 48126
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Restaurant & Banquet Center
Mediterranean Cuisine

Catering & Banquet Facility Ll-‘,!b |,!
Book your next meeting or 3
event with us!

Parties m-l.ll‘ -l
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Farewell Parties -
Anniversaries bl §9a5 ;

Weddings Aol oXg S
Business Meetings 1) Bycly ..

»— I‘El.ite MANOR
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Chicken Tawook * Meat Kafat | Per oot ALS * Bgyllozlaa®
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Rice ¢ Soft Drink Oldayag ® 3yl © des)

22681 Newman ¢ Dearborn MI 48126
(One block south of Michigan Avenue)

313.563.7482 (PITA)

www.lapitadearborn.com

Ramadare Mubaral



http://www.lapitadearborn.com/

SRuradarn, o Arib Amerigan

K AREEM Special Edition - Ramadan 2017

.4 Gafe Bakery Grill }

e ciljgla o aghnbito o (o e glallGle Gindlio | WS
ejlo junc e 5qlio e Lojgls o ylwlg )4

Saj in Dearborn Heights has no other locations/branches and is in
no way associated/affiliated with any other establishments.

§|3.277.8877 2amadanYNubavrak

25857 Ford Road ® Dearborn Heights, Ml 48127 Open 24 hours during Ramadan
Beech Daly & Ford Road. Next to Greenland Supermarket 1ilJL!-DJ| ul.é.ﬂ_j Jouy J.lb aclwlE a.LDJ
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EVER FRESH MARKET
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OPEN

HOURS
8 A.M.- 10 P.M.

uhan S
Extra Virgin g&5
Olive Qil

Re ef
Olive Oil

Shoulders

EVER FRESH MARKET 3 13.271. 1000

bl Ay 91 l
20125 Ann Arbor Trail. Dearborn Heights, Ml 48127

(On the corner of Evergreen & Ann Arbor Trail)
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